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Dear Bob, 

Thank you for your Fax of July 9, teLling me of your concern about possible 
cs-dikt -betwsm-,%-pm.a&Z.& S~ZEIEP,Z*&.~-~~&- fh~? -gezzced% z S x z . - - A s - p ~  
pointed out, I see some discrepancies or fkstratioions growing. Semuse 1 do not  b o w  
what was talked about the Japanese efforts in the Moscow meeting, it is hard for me to 
trace haw the distrust feelings developed Wasn't there a Japanese fellow who could 
speak for us, or explain what's going on in Japan? 

J h  gave me a letter telling his cancellation ta visit Japan this fd1, and urging 
us right away to raise money for HUGO (why HUGO?). T h d s  for your hf'ormation, 
this was not -totally unexpected, but some parts of my plans, such as Initiaking. a 
bilateral cooperation programme between Japan and U. S. seems to have gone 
on deadlocks, I -uPderstand that Jim may want to see majority of the  developed 
mmtCies spendingreasonable amounts of money on ECumaa Genome Project. 

Japanese efforts are just about to take off. Mombusho has issned an official, and 
special recammendation to push forward the human genome efforts, The Mombnsho 
Will spend fairly large amount  of money on installing new center(s), facilities and 
grant(s1 for the genome efforts. For a time being, Y 300 W y  will be spent for two years 
while we work organizizng people and doing some research. Now in Japan, beside t he  
Mornbusho, AST spends Y 200 Wy, and Ministry of Health and Welfare is considering 
to propose a budget ofsimilar size for FY 1990. In addition,ERATO has decidedto run 
a project on "Chromosome Research" (a tentative name) which is closely related to the 
genome effort. Its budget i s  about Y 2B / 5y. Yet other agencies may join in a year or 
two-- ~ - ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ e ~ - ~ o ~ ~ ~ d - ~ - i ~ - I  and m E c d L e ~ ~ - ~ g - . & i q ~ q ~ -  b-@,-u,s 
unfS199f there'wlll-Ee ~ p ~ p o r f i c i n % t d y  SmaU JapantisE invesfmenk on tneCEhrr~ga 
Genome Effortsras campared to the US. The time lag between Western countries, 
particularly U; S, and Japan reflects the different roles of the Congress, the different 
bureaucratic q&ems, the diE&rent structures in scien.tXc wmm&ty and so on, as 
you may well aware of. 

The next problem is 'the h d - p i s i n g  for EKTGO. The Japanese private 
industries are not likely to donate the- big-nomey, such 8s an order of ten d E o n  
dollars right amy. W e  are organizing:a.rrreeting between scientists and some 
businessmen, Ifthkgs go xve&.then we d l  start'a fund-raising machinery. The 
Japanese business circle wipl nat contributemoney to until they are officially 
approached fiwm the XUGO, W e  hve.nat been asked yet. Withoat following this 
protocol, 1 ctm see of no possibility for fund raising for HUGO, however prominent 
scientists c ry  loudly. 
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I feel now that the most serious problem is not the lack of our efforts, but the lack 
of communications. It was unfortunate that I could not have been in the A!Ioscow scene 
where some people were said to speak that Japan should be excluded from .the 
coordination efforts. Scientific community c a n  neither make progress nor have 
prospective fnture as long as they develop a sence of private club, or fail to develop 
mutual trast and understanding. 

Perhaps, it may talre sometime before the current relationship between U, S, and 
Japan can change. I hope that such attitudes as bashing Japaa while tdks are  going 
on will be regretfnlly reflected in future. I must add that all the Japanese scientists 
appr&%e ~ e - ~ ~ ~ 3 ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ S . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  *.ea-+& 
U. S. scientific communi@, and are proud of having good i a d s  in tlie U- $3. 

If1 were to ask your favor now, perhaps it may be to help people understand 
about where the problems are. It will be helpfiil for me, in addition, if you could let m e  
know the structure o f  the Science, Space and Technology Committee of the House of 
Representatives and its role in the U. S.  genome efforts. .Informations whether there 
are some other machineries in the congress related to the-genorne-efIorts will also be 
acknowledged- 

Sincerely yours, 

Kenichi Matsubara 


